The Relational Contexts, Forms, and Functions of Affect in Yasawa, Fiji
Matthew Gervais & Daniel M.T. Fessler

Center for Behavior, Evolution, and Culture
Center for Culture, Brain, and Development
UCLA Department of Anthropology

Introduction Attitudes moderate emotions in scenarios

Sorting Yasawan affect terms

Affect is integral to the adaptive regulation of social relationships (Aureli & Schaffner
2002; Damasio 1994; Fiske 2002; Haidt 2001; White & Kirkpatrick 1985). omatomant a (ove, carefor . Apprnach They Hurt You Fortunate
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2) Evaluate the Attitude-Scenario-Emotion model of social affect (Gervais 2008). Dokai (respect) g 0 - I.IEJ I.IEJ |
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3) Laythe groundwork for an in-depth study of the functions of affect in existing, face- Lomalegqa (worry) @ & & &
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Rere (fear)
Taqaya (anxiety) Attitud i .
Mataku (fear; Yasawan) Fea r Itudes Attitudes Attitudes
Domobula (terror)

Sega ni taleitaka (don't like)
Sega ni marau (not happy)
Vuvu (jealousy, envy)

Vakasisila (disgust) Attitude conditions (5, between—subjects; n = 10 each): lomana (“love”), dokai (“respect”), sevaka (“hate”), beci (“contempt”), and rerevaka (“fear”).
Katakata (hot; quick temper) Disgust Scenarios (5): Approach, They Hurt You, You Hurt Them, They Are Fortunate, and They Are Injured.

Rarawa (sadness, inner anger)

Cudku {anger) Anger Emotions (6): marau (“happy”), borisi (“angry”), mataku (“afraid”), goroi (“amazed”), kauwai (“concerned”), and loma ca (“bad feeling”).

Loma ca ("feel bad", bad-spirited)
Borisi (anger; Yasawan)

Sevaka (hate) H ate
Ninivaka (angry, hate)

recotar C:ta{:atel Three-way interaction of attitude, scenario, and emotion (F = 1.468, p <.01).
Sega ni kauwal ;L Sor:czfﬁi No Interest i Two-way interaction of attitude and emotion for Approach (F = 3.63, p < .01), They Hurt You (F = 1.8, p < .05), and They Are Fortunate (F = 2.76, p < .01)
Sega ni dokai (no respect Disres pECt Approach: happy, amazed, and feel bad varied across attitudes (p < .05); emotions differed within love and respect (p < .01).
Qoroi koya vakaikoya (arrogant) They Hurt You: happy and afraid varied across attitudes (p < .05); emotions differed within love (p < .01).

Raici ira sobu (look down on)

Beci (contempt) They Are Fortunate: happy, angry, and amazed varied across attitudes (p < .05); emotions differed within love and respect (p < .001).

Methods

* 13 weeks in Teci & Dalomo villages, Yasawa, Fiji
- Structured interviews and observations

Yasawa -

. o . Each participant (n = 50) indicated a magnitude for each emotion in all scenarios (30 questions) involving a hypothetical person viewed with one attitude.
» Affect Lexicon Elicitation Interviews

- Freelists (n = 15)
- Attitude targets incl. roles, character traits, & kin (n = 16)
- Emotion scenarios (n = 10)

Australia
» Affect Lexicon Characterization Interviews
- Antecedents & Consequences (n = 10)
- Card Sorts: open-ended, intensity, & duration (n = 20)
- Attitude X Scenarios = Emotions Interview (n = 50)

Hierarchical cluster analysis of open-ended card sort data that utilized 39 key affect terms generated in elicitation interviews. N = 20, 10 female.

Term clusters apply to distinct people and scenarios Summary

Suggestive evidence of distinct forms and pragmatics for feeling terms

The feeling terms most frequently directed at applied to people (attitudes) and feeling terms applied to reactions to

people differ from those applied to scenarios foreets rec Multidimensional scaling scenarios (emotions).
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